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The Corporation of Chennai (previously Madras) is the Oldest Municipal Institution in India established 
on 29th September 1688. The Madras Municipal Corporation Act, 1919 provides the basic statutory 
authority for the administration now. Over time the city has been growing in size and population and 
of today the number of territorial Divisions has grown from 30 in 1919 to 155 and the population of 
the city has gone up to approximately 5 million, likewise the area has increased from 27.6 sq.miles in 
1921 to 176 sq/km.
The Corporation of Chennai has been taking earnest efforts to solve the multi-faced problems which 
have accompanied the rapid growth and expansion of the city with the specific focus of basic civic 
amenities to every citizen.

The University of Madras was established in the year 1857, which is the mother of almost all the Old 
Universities of Southern India.  The University has been accredited by National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC) with the five star rating first and latter with an A rating. The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) has recognized the University as one of the centres for potential of excel-
lence in the Country. The Department of Applied Geology was established in the University of Madras 
in 1952 and has been functioning since then in the Guindy Campus. During the last six decades, the 
Department has contributed considerably in teaching, research and capacity building in the applied 
aspects of geosciences including in the fields of tsunami modeling, coastal environmental studies, 
integrated coastal zone management and disaster management. 
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The Climate and Disaster Resilience Initiative (CDRI) is an umbrella initiative of Kyoto University, funded by 
the Global Center of Excellence (GCOE) Program "Human Security Engineering for Asian Megacities," which has 
research, education, training, and implementation components. The current program was developed in coop-
eration with the Corporation of Chennai and University of Madras. Zone data were collected through ques-
tionnaire survey. The cooperation and inputs from all the zones listed here are highly appreciated.
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The Corporation of Chennai

IEDM Laboratory of Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies targets to 
reduce the gap between knowledge and practice through pro-active field level, community based 
project implementation in the field of environment and disaster risk management.  Key research areas 
are: climate change adaptation, urban risk reduction, environment and disaster education.  
GCOE program of Kyoto University targets education and research excellence on Human Security 
Engineering in Asian Megacities, with focus to city governance, infrastructure management, health risk 
management and disaster risk management.   
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Ten administrative zones of Chennai

Area Name Size in km2 % popl. growth p.a, 
1971-2001

Population density 
in 2001

Zone I Tondiarpet 17.3 2.40 23699
Zone II Basin Bridge 11.52 0.15 32638
Zone III Pulianthope 13.51 1.07 34048
Zone IV Ayanavaram 19.76 2.72 25151
Zone V Kilpauk 26.38 3.08 20545
Zone VI Ice House 10.15 0.15 33694
Zone VII Nungambakkam 12.9 0.60 26976
Zone VIII Kodambakkam 13 2.12 35846
Zone IX Saidapet 23.56 2.66 17614
Zone X Mylapore 27.92 2.25 17478
City 176 1.72 26768.9
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